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The possihilities of “what »

been 1n Cube had the Loited oo 7

gime and the Hudding Costro tevolahion 18
explored 1n 3 new book by our tormer
ambaszador ta Cuba, Earl Smith But while
Smith s cntictism of dtate Departutent cou-
fuston and differing decsions has consid.
erable menit thetre ts no guarantee that
the way he advocated would have been
much happier

Smith was ambassagor to Cuba for the
¥ i:enhower Admuinistration and advocated
firm support of Batista as the revolution

grew. Certamniv he did not mean that he
a-reed with Batista's dictatorial regime.::

Apparrmly ne felt that witlr a little mors

time Batista could have been convinced of

the necessity {or relinquishing his iron con-

tro). in fact there was a rea-onahly open
election heid i 1958 with the election as
precicdent of Aguero. But whether Aguero
would ha ¢ heeh a ves man for bis friend
Batizta wa. never tosted because (astro
taoh over aud Balista fled before Aguero
sould take etfice, '

Smith heavily eriticizes Wilham Wie-
tand. Rov Bubottom and the CIA. all resi-
dent- of I've Fourth Floar of the State
Department. He charges that they either
baew or chon'd have anown that Castro
vwas 4 Communist and that they were re-
: »onsible for the withd:awal of military
2rms shipinents to Baticts in the =pring of
1335,

But what s really the matter of contro-
_e1-v here 1+ exactly what the attitude of
oy State Department ans representatives
v other governments should be. Ambas-
cadors are official representatives of our
sovernmen! to another. Does this mean a
responstbihty to the regine 1n power n
the host ountry? Smith apparently be-
lieves that it daes. But our tate Depart-
ment actiitie: 1o-many  countries cver
many years udicate otherwise.

Certainlv 1t 1 unrealistic to suggas! that
an ambassador 1o 4 country should support
a revolulionary group scehing the over-
thiow of the regime i onirol whitever
tne excesses of the people in power But
out policy of nen-recozmition of rezimes
with which we have serious-—or pohtical—
dicatreement 18 an obvious attempt to md-
nipulate or even to dictate the government
mav he aroued thit

amathar catim o |

gevernment holds power by brutal force: |
but we cannot deny that it is nevertheless
attempting manipulation.

But as long as we are going 1o attempt
such interference Smith tellingly points out
that our responsibility is heavy *“If the
policy of the United States is to bring
about the overthrow of dictators in the
hope that democracy will follow, then | be-
lieve that the United States must be pre-
pared 1o take whatever steps are necessary
to preserve law and order and prevent
chaos during the interim period of trans:

tion which may last a long time. If {ree and
open elections are lo be held in these na- -
tions when a dictaior is overthrown, a .
provisional government must be formed
and such government needs outside sup-
port to maintain law and order. To do
otherwise leaves a vacuum in .which. the .
Communists. gain control. Such a vacuum
did occur 1n Cuba.” '

But Snuth here overlooks that this type
of dictator overthrow has been guing on
for generations in many Latin American
nations especially. The ruthless clawing to
power and the administering of ahsolute
power by the supposed savior of the people
have not been merely phenomena of the
Communist lust for power. Dictators, like
Batista for instance. have been just as vi-
cious and unjust when their aim was per- :
sonal power rather than the triumph of
the sociahst revolution. The difference in:
recent years has been the ability of the
Communists to exploit this personal drive ®
for their own purposes. It is quite likely .
that this i1s what happened in the case of ’
Cuba.

Afterthouziits like Smith's bona follows
ing disasters draw their own controversies.
Adolf Berle Jr., 4 former assistant Secre- -
tary of State, in reviewing The Fourth
Floor says that Smith 1s “desperately un-
just to Rubottom, Wieland and the C.LA.™.
These groups, while not knowing whether:
Castro was 2 Communist “were convinced .
he was a hopeless megalomaniac-psycho-
path.” But Berle concedes that there is:
something chaotic about the State Depart-
ment's massive bureaucracy that needs ser-:
1ous attention. i

One thing needing review should cer-
tainly be the extent of its efforts to fashion
the world after our own imagze. !f we are
bound to do so. the responsibility doesn’t
end when one dictator 1s tossed out of &



